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won't stand the strain of his tantrums. When he insists on throw-
ing his rattle on the floor, say "No, no" over and over again, at
the same time picking up the rattle for him. When he wants
something he shouldn't have, say "No, no" three or four times,
then let him have it.
That Little Thumb. If he sucks his thumb, scowl at him
every now and then, and yank his thumb out of his mouth, or
say "No, no" sweetly, and pull it out gently. But part of the
time pay no attention, and give him plenty of opportunity to
indulge when you are not looking. If he insists, in spite of your
nagging remonstrances, on doing any other thing that you do
not want him to do, just resign yourself to the thought that
ababy has such a strong character.7' At nap time lie down on the
bed beside him, and pat him continually until he goes to sleep.
Some days give it up as a bad job, and let him go without a nap.
Sweets. When he refuses his milk and vegetables, give him
bread and jam, because "he's got to eat something; he can't be
allowed to starve!" And, of course, don't forget the piece of
candy and the sugar out of the bowl and the ice cream cone and
all the knickknacks that loving friends like to bring.
The Center of Attraction. Always let him. (and especially
her) be the center of attraction, cynosure of all eyes—eating or
playing, whatever he may be doing when the family or friends
are around, let all attention and, remarks be centered upon this
adorable child. Gaze upon him and talk about him until his
childlike simplicity and naturalness are changed into the foolish-
ness that results from self-consciousness, and until, feeling that
he must continue the entertainment, he begins to make faces and
say silly things—then punish him for it 1 Talk about him con-
tinually when he is around, and repeat his cute sayings in his
presence. In this way you may soon have him so that he will feel
very much neglected and will become quite ruds if at any time
others about him should be interested in anything but his affairs.
In this- way develop self-consciousness, self-centeredness, and
disregard for others' rights and comforts. When he has said or
done something especially cute, tell about it in an undertone,
supposing he doesn't hear, and forgetting that even a two-year-
old is far keener and more alert and aware of what is going on

